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GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Mission

Glasgow Rens exists to empower and support
young people through the power of
basketball. We provide a safe, inclusive, and
enriching environment where young people,
particularly those from disadvantaged or
underrepresented backgrounds, can build

life skills, develop strong character, and
realise their full potential.

Our mission centers around the belief that
every young person deserves access to
experiences and opportunities that change
their lives for the better—regardless of their
socio-economic status, ethnicity or other
factors that often contribute to inequity or
prejudice. We believe that basketball has
immense potential to transform the lives of
young people and that every individual's life is
enhanced when relationships are built across

a variety of cultures.

With a commitment to serving others through
basketball as the vehicle, we aim to improve
society by empowering the actions of
individuals—our coaches and staff, parents,
and young people—as they apply the lessons
learned at Glasgow Rens to make a positive
impact on the world.

We are committed to providing a safe,
positive and nourishing environment where
our young people and coaches are afforded
the opportunity to develop strength of
character, build self-esteem and realise
personal development while building positive
relationships, camaraderie and a sense of
belonging.
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GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Young people are at the heart of Glasgow Rens. We are passionate about how the game of basketball
can be instrumental in developing people. We build confidence and resilience, skills and aspirations
—on and off the court and instil values that will serve our young people as they move forward. Our
young people are seasoned in a competitive environment, possessing skills that apply beyond the
game of basketball. They learn life skills essential to developing successful habits, such as:

e Sacrificing for a universal goal

¢ Working with people from different backgrounds and cultures

* The value of hard work

e Competingin a respectful manner

We are proud to have a culture centred around four values:

Responsibility Self-actualisation

(striving to be the best
version of oneself)
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Legacy

The Rens identity is a club that plays
exciting basketball and offers an
opportunity for young people from
diverse ethnic backgrounds to develop
and compete for over 25 years.

The Early Years

Back in 2000, youth basketball in Glasgow
was at an all-time low. The two main clubs,
Storm and City, lacked the necessary
coaching and playing resources to compete
at the National League level. The solution put
forward was a joint entry to be backed by the
Glasgow Basketball Development Group.

A coaching and organisational team, led by
Mick McKechnie and John Campbell, was put
in place, and the playing numbers were
increased from the Hillhead High School
team. The club entered a U16 team in the
2000-01 season. The following season, a U18
team was added, and the group was formally
recognised as Glasgow Rens.

After four seasons of positive development,
some success was achieved in 2004 with the
U16 team reaching the Scottish Cup final.

@.

Old Glasgow Rens logo—a tribute to the Harlem
Rens, the first professional Black basketball
team and the inspiration behind our name
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Founder John Campbell
Recipient of the Glasgow Life Lord Provost Award
2023

The same group of players later went on
to win both the U18 National League and
Scottish Cup. By that point, the Rens had
firmly established themselves as a
competitive club at the highest level of
youth basketball.
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GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Cuckoo Joins Rens

In 2009 the prospects for Rens merged with a new local league club in the area, Cuckoo. This brought
on board two enthusiastic coaches, Ahid Ojaghi who served as a Director on the bastketballscotland
Board and Joshua Tackie who brought nine years professional playing experience and over 20 years of
coaching along with some talented new players.

Cuckoo brought to Rens a formal process of marrying academic achievement with sporting
performance, which included formal mentoring for performance players, academic tuition, and an
emphasis on life skills. Rens' coaching staff became instrumental in building personal relationships
with players, extending to family members, laying the foundation for what became the Rens

Community.

John Campbell with
Captain Noah,

The Lockdown ScowishCR
Champions

During the Covid lockdown, Rens were a key 2021

contributor to the health and wellbeing of the youth

in the community. Our coaches ran outdoor

sessions, and these attracted many new players

and laid some of the foundation for the success
that has since come to Rens.

Post Covid

The Rens continue to achieve at the highest level of
basketball. In recent years, the U18 National
League team reached the Scottish Cup final in
back-to-back years, winning in 2021. Rens have had
numerous players selected for Scotland and
currently have the only male Scottish player
selected for Great Britain.

Alongside performance success, Glasgow Rens
employs a policy of not turning away any player
based on their ability to pay fees or their skill level.
Each age group is multi-tiered, allowing us to
provide appropriate levels of competition and
coaching regardless of ability.

The Rens’ all-inclusive policy extends to community
engagement with a current coaching presence
within six secondary schools and over 25 primary
schools.

In a sport popular with many different cultures,
Glasgow Rens stands out in Scotland as the most
ethnically diverse club, boasting over 25 different
nationalities on its National League teams alone

and 197 registered members.
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Our Vision

More vulnerable and disadvantaged groups in society are attracted to basketball,
and basketball is consistently more impactful on health and well-being compared
to other sports (Sport England Active Lives, State of Life). Basketball has a
nationally strong representation of diversity in the sport at all levels.

Glasgow Rens is committed to engaging with the underserved youth in Glasgow
and launching new offers to engage young people from diverse backgrounds.

_ We aim to be a national leader in youth development through sport and expand
our reach to serve more schools, support more families and provide services that
address the needs of young people in our community. In doing so, we will
contribute to a more inclusive, equitable and healthy society.

We are looking to grow at both the performance and community engagement
level.




GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Case for Support: Summary

Glasgow Rens is a youth basketball club with over 25 years of experience using sport to
change lives. We support nearly 200 young people across Glasgow, many of whom come
from low-income, minority, or disadvantaged backgrounds.

Our programmes build confidence, discipline, and academic success, offering inclusive
sessions for children aged 8 to U18 competing at the National League level. No young person
is turned away due to cost.

Beyond the court, our plans include:
* A holistic student-athlete programme with tutoring, mentoring, and life skills

Targeted outreach to girls

e Community sessions in over 25 primary and secondary schools

Social engagement opportunities like Twilight Basketball nights

A long-term vision to open a dedicated Glasgow Rens community facility

Why We’re Needed:
e Basketball is one of the most ethnically diverse sports in the UK, yet opportunities remain
limited for marginalised communities.
e Many of our families cannot afford mainstream sports camps or clubs.
e Over 25 nationalities are represented in our club, yet Scotland still lacks inclusive
basketball hubs for all levels.
e We are currently forced to cancel or relocate training due to a lack of reliable facilities.

Funding Support Will Help Us:
e Engage qualified coaches and outreach staff to deliver safe, inspiring sessions
* Provide essential equipment, facility access, and transport
* Subsidise access for children from low-income families
e Create lasting change through sport, mentoring, and community engagement

What Makes Us Different:
e Track record of developing elite athletes and confident leaders
e Deep community roots and trusted relationships with local schools
e Commitment to academic as well as athletic excellence
e Scotland’s most diverse basketball club—with inclusion at our core

We are not just building basketball players. We are shaping confident, skilled, and
resilient individuals who make meaningful contributions to society.
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GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Glasgow Rens proposes a structured Student-Athlete Programme to

advance the charitable purpose of promoting education and increasing

public participation in sport by supporting young people involved in

competitive basketball to achieve balanced personal development.

Identified Need and Risk Without
Intervention

Many of our high-performing players have
aspirations to compete at the national or
without

professional level. However,

structured academic and personal
development support, these young people are
at risk of neglecting education in pursuit of
their sporting goals. This creates long-term
vulnerabilities, particularly for young people
from disadvantaged backgrounds who may not
have access to private tutoring, mentoring, or

parental support.

Public Benefit: Holistic Youth Development
The Student-Athlete Programme provides
comprehensive support, encompassing
tutoring, life skills development, mentoring,
and structured schedules that integrate
education and sport. This ensures that young
people not only succeed athletically but also
develop skills and academic qualifications
that serve them well into adulthood. The result
is improved educational outcomes, enhanced
time management, increased resilience, and
greater personal responsibility—delivering
clear and measurable public benefits.

Addressing Inequality of Access

In Scotland, few structured development
pathways for young athletes that also prioritise
educational attainment, particularly within
basketball. By providing this model, Glasgow
Rens ensures that opportunities for growth and
success are not limited to those who can
afford private training or academic coaching.
Our programme supports inclusion and helps
level the playing field for young people from
low-income households.

Proven Model and Qualified Leadership

The programme is led by Coach Joshua Tackie,
who has extensive experience delivering a
similar successful model in North London. A
qualified secondary teacher supports him, and
the club has established a partnership with the
University of Glasgow Rising Stars programme
to provide access to experienced academic
tutors. This ensures delivery is effective,
sustainable, and of high educational quality.

Advancing Charitable Purposes
By combining structured sport participation
with academic mentoring, the Student-Athlete
Programme directly furthers our charitable
purposes under:
e Advancement of public participation in
sport
¢ Advancement of education
¢ Provision of recreational facilities or
activities with the object of improving
conditions of life

Resources Required for Delivery
To fully implement the programme and reach
more eligible players, we require:

* Financial support for trained mentors and

coaches

¢ Funding to employ academic tutors

* Resources to design individual
development plans and feedback

R ERIENE

This programme ensures that no young
person has to choose between education
and sport. It prepares them for life beyond
the court, fulfilling our charitable aims while
addressing a critical gap in support for youth
development in Scottish sport.
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GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Glasgow Rens proposes expanding competitive basketball offerings to

younger players and girls,

advancing the charitable purposes of

promoting education and increasing public participation in sports by

providing age-appropriate, inclusive development opportunities.

Identified Need and Risk Without
Intervention

Currently, our U12 sessions include players
aged 8-12, creating a wide skill gap that limits
effective coaching and risks disengaging
younger children. We cannot yet offer sessions
for ages 5-7, despite strong demand, and girls
remain underrepresented due to the lack of
dedicated programming. Without action, these
gaps restrict access and progression for
younger players and girls.

Public Benefit: Inclusive and Age-
Appropriate Development

By introducing sessions specifically tailored to
younger children and girls, Glasgow Rens will
provide a supportive and structured pathway
that promotes physical health, teamwork,
confidence, and personal development. This
inclusive approach encourages lifelong
participation in sport and supports the
development of critical life skills, delivering
clear public benefits to individuals and the
wider community.

Addressing Inequality of Access

Nationally and locally, opportunities for young
children and girls to engage in competitive
basketball remain limited. Glasgow Rens’
expansion seeks to reduce these inequalities
by offering accessible, gender-inclusive
programming from an early age. This helps
level the playing field and promotes equal
opportunities, especially for children who may
face socio-economic or cultural barriers to
participation.

Commitment to Quality and Sustainability
The expanded sessions will be delivered by
qualified, trained coaches committed to age-
appropriate pedagogy and safeguarding.
Glasgow Rens will ensure consistent access
to suitable facilities, appropriate equipment,
and continued coach development to
maintain high standards of delivery.

Advancing Charitable Purposes
This expansion directly furthers Glasgow Rens’
charitable objectives under:
e Advancement of public participation in
sport
e Advancement of education through
structured, developmental coaching and
life skills
¢ Provision of recreational activities aimed
at improving physical and social well-
being

Resources Required for Delivery
To successfully deliver this expansion,
Glasgow Rens requires:
* Reliable and consistent access to suitable
sports facilities
¢ Financial support to cover facility lets and
necessary equipment
e Funding to support coach training and
qualification programs
This expansion  will provide vital
developmental opportunities that currently
do not exist, supporting Glasgow Rens’
mission to promote inclusive, high-quality
basketball opportunities for all young
people.
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Glasgow Rens proposes the introduction of subsidised player
development camps during school holidays and summer months to
advance the charitable purposes of advancing education and advancing
public participation in sport by providing accessible, high-quality
basketball development opportunities to players of all abilities.

Identified Need and Risk Without Intervention
The socio-economic profile of many Glasgow Rens families means that players are often excluded
from existing player development camps across Scotland due to cost. Without affordable local
options, young players risk missing vital opportunities for skill development that could nurture their
potential and sustain their engagement in sport.

Public Benefit: Inclusive Skill Development and Inspiration

By offering development camps accessible to all players, regardless of their financial means,
Glasgow Rens will promote equal access to basketball education and participation. The camps will
feature inspirational guest coaches who will share their basketball journeys, alongside valuable life
lessons, fostering motivation, resilience, and personal growth that extends beyond the sport.
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GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Addressing Inequality of Access

The cost barriers currently faced by many families limit access to quality basketball training. Glasgow
Rens’ player development camps aim to remove these barriers, supporting inclusivity and offering
pathways to progression for young people from diverse backgrounds.

Commitment to Quality and Sustainability

These camps will be delivered by qualified coaches using proven training methodologies. Glasgow
Rens will ensure reliable access to appropriate facilities, proper equipment, and adequate funding to
maintain high standards.

Advancing Charitable Purposes

These activities directly support the Club’s charitable objectives by:
¢ Advancing public participation in sport
¢ Advancing education and social development through inclusive community programming
* Providing recreational opportunities to improve health and social cohesion

Resources Required for Delivery
¢ To successfully expand community engagement, Glasgow Rens requires:

Reliable access to suitable facilities

Funding to employ a community outreach coach
Financial support for facility lets and equipment
Subsidies to ensure low-income families can participate

This initiative supports Glasgow Rens’ mission to use basketball for education, inclusion, and
personal growth. It advances our charitable purposes by removing financial barriers and
providing equal access to structured sport, helping young people develop skills, confidence,
and well-being.
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Glasgow Rens proposes the establishment of a dedicated Community
Hub to advance the charitable purposes of advancing education and

advancing public participation

in sport by providing consistent,

accessible facilities for basketball development and community

activities.

Identified Need and Risk Without
Intervention

Currently, Glasgow Rens operates out of
schools on Glasgow’s southside, where
access to facilities is limited and
unpredictable. Challenges such as limited
availability during the week, exam periods, and
short-notice school events often force the
Club to cancel sessions or seek costly
alternative venues. This inconsistency disrupts
player development, community programs,
and member engagement, potentially leading
to reduced participation and long-term

sustainability issues.

Public Benefit: Reliable Access and
Community Stability

Securing a dedicated community hub will
provide Glasgow Rens with stable and reliable
access to facilities, enabling the uninterrupted
delivery of coaching, training, and community
outreach. Consistent venue availability fosters
a stronger sense of community, increases
participation opportunities, and enhances the
quality and frequency of programs offered to
youth and local residents.

Benchmarking Against Successful Models
Several comparable clubs have demonstrated
the benefits of owning or having guaranteed
access to dedicated facilities. For example,
Boroughmuir Blaze successfully acquired and
manages their own community sports
facilities. Dunfermline Reign and Dundee
Madsons maintain partnerships with local
schools that grant them unlimited gym access
on weekends. Glasgow Rens aims to replicate
this model to improve operational stability and
community impact.

Advancing Charitable Purposes

A dedicated Community Hub will directly

support Glasgow Rens’ charitable objectives

by:

e Advancing public participation in sport
through reliable access to facilities

¢ Advancing personal
development through the consistent

education and

delivery of sport and recreational activities
* Providing
activities that promote health, well-being,

recreational facilities and

and community cohesion
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GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Resources Required for Delivery
To establish the Community Hub, Glasgow Rens requires:
e Priority access to a dedicated facility based in Glasgow’s southside with strong transport links,

ideally owned or exclusively managed by the Club
e Alternatively, a venue agreement that guarantees continuous access during evenings and

weekends to support the full scope of Club activities
¢ Financial costs to procure facilities owned and operated by Glasgow Rens.

Establishing a dedicated Community Hub will provide Glasgow Rens with the foundation to
deliver consistent, high-quality basketball and community programs, ensuring long-term growth

and increased social impact in the local area.

=
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GLASGOW RENS MISSION, VALUES AND VISION

Glasgow Rens proposes to expand community engagement activities to

advance its charitable purposes of advancing education and public

participation in sport by

increasing basketball opportunities for

underserved and at-risk groups in the local area.

Identified Need and Risk Without
Intervention

Basketball is a popular sport among young
refugees and asylum seekers in Scotland;
however, demand for community sessions
significantly exceeds the current delivery
capacity. As an alternative to football or rugby,
it offers an inclusive option for those who may
not enjoy or afford other mainstream sports.
Local schools and organisations have
requested additional sessions, but coaching
availability limits Glasgow Rens’ ability to
respond, reducing access for these vulnerable
populations.

Public Benefit: Social Inclusion and Youth
Development

Expanding community engagement by
employing a dedicated outreach coach will
increase access to sport for disadvantaged
and at-risk youth, promoting social inclusion,
physical activity, and positive community
connections. Reviving the social club centred
around basketball and music will provide an
attractive and supportive environment for
young people to engage in healthy recreational
activities and social interactions.

Addressing Inequality of Access

Many young people in the local community
face social, economic, or cultural barriers to
participation in sport. Glasgow Rens’
expanded community engagement activities
aim to remove these barriers, offering
accessible programs that encourage positive
lifestyle choices and build social capital.

Commitment to Quality and Sustainability
The Club will ensure that delivery is led by
qualified coaches, with sustainable funding
and reliable access to facilities, to maintain
consistent programming. This includes
reviving successful community initiatives such
as the Twilight Basketball sessions.

Advancing Charitable Purposes

These activities directly support the Club’s

charitable objectives by:

¢ Advancing public participation in sport

¢ Advancing
development through
community programming

¢ Providing recreational opportunities to

education and social
inclusive

improve health and social cohesion

Resources Required for Delivery
To successfully expand community
engagement, Glasgow Rens requires:
¢ Reliable access to suitable facilities
* Funding to employ a community outreach
coach
¢ Financial support for facility lets and
equipment
e Subsidies to ensure low-income families
can participate

Glasgow Rens proposes the establishment
of a dedicated Community Hub to advance
the charitable purposes of advancing
education and advancing public
participation in sport by providing
consistent, accessible facilities for
basketball development and community

activities.
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Glasgow Rens proposes the allocation of funding to remunerate coaches

and administrative staff, advancing the charitable purposes of promoting
education and increasing public participation in sport by ensuring the

sustainable delivery of high-quality basketball programmes and effective

club management.

Identified Need and Risk
Intervention

Currently, Glasgow Rens relies heavily on
volunteer coaches and unpaid administrative

Without

support to run training sessions, community
programmes, and essential club operations
such as social media management and
scheduling. This places significant demands
on volunteers’ time and limits the Club’s
capacity to maintain and grow its activities.
Without appropriate remuneration, there is a
risk of volunteer burnout, reduced programme
quality, and potential disruption to club
services.

Public Benefit: Sustainable High-Quality
Delivery

Providing financial support to coaches for their
time and travel expenses will recognise their
professionalism and commitment, helping to
attract and retain qualified individuals.
Similarly, funding administrative support—who
currently dedicates approximately 20 hours per
week managing social media, scheduling, and
other operational tasks—will ensure the Club’s
activities are well-coordinated, efficiently
communicated, and accessible to participants
and the wider community. This sustainable
model enhances

programme quality,

consistency, and participant engagement.
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Addressing Operational Challenges

As Glasgow Rens expands its competitive
offerings, community engagement, and
development programmes, the administrative
workload and coaching demands increase
significantly. Securing funding for paid roles is
essential to meet these operational needs and
to provide equitable support for the Club’s
workforce, promoting a professional and

resilient organisational structure.

Advancing Charitable Purposes

Remunerating coaches and administrative staff

directly supports Glasgow Rens’ charitable

objectives by:

e Advancing public participation in sport
through consistent, high-quality coaching
provision

¢ Advancing education through structured
programme delivery and effective

communication

* Providing
contribute to improved physical health and
social cohesion

recreational activities that

Resources Required for Delivery
To implement this initiative successfully,
Glasgow Rens requires:
¢ Financial support to cover coaches’
remuneration, including compensation for
their time and travel expenses
* Funding to provide a paid administrative
role responsible for approximately 10-15
hours per week of operational
management, including social media,
scheduling, and
communications

participant

By investing in paid coaching and
administrative roles, Glasgow Rens will
ensure the

sustainable growth and

professionalism of its programmes,
enhancing the experience and opportunities

available to all members of the community.
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Glasgow Rens proposes the purchase of new team kit to advance the
charitable purposes of advancing education and advancing public
participation in sport by ensuring all players have access to appropriate,

professional-standard equipment for training and competition.

Identified Need and Risk Without
Intervention

Currently, the Club faces significant shortfalls
in kit availability across age groups. Our Under-
14 team, now competing in the National
League Division 2, does not have a designated
kit. The Under-12 team, which we intend to
enter into the Scottish Local Basketball
Association (SLBA), lacks kit in appropriate
sizes. Younger teams often rely on hand-me-
down uniforms, while older teams frequently
lack sufficient kit to accommodate both home
and away fixtures. As a result, teams regularly
share sets, which affects player identity, team
cohesion, and dignity in competition.

Public Benefit: Equality, Belonging, and
Professionalism

Providing each team with appropriately sized
and sufficient kit supports a sense of
belonging, confidence, and equality among
players. Wearing team kit fosters pride and
professionalism,
representing the Club at national and regional
levels. Ensuring all players—regardless of age
or background—have the same quality uniform
reduces inequality and promotes positive
participation.

particularly when
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Addressing Inequality of Access

The lack of kit particularly impacts players from
low-income  households. Without Club-
provided uniforms, many would be unable to
afford suitable alternatives. This initiative
removes financial barriers, ensuring that all
participants can compete with dignity and

parity.

Advancing Charitable Purposes
Supplying proper kit directly supports Glasgow
Rens’ charitable objectives by:
e Advancing public participation in sport
through better-equipped and confident

teams
¢ Advancing education and team
development through structured, unified

competition
¢ Providing recreational activities in a way

that improves the conditions of life for
participants.

Resources Required for Delivery
To address these needs, Glasgow Rens
requires:

* Funding to purchase full kits (home and
away) for the Under-14 National League
team

¢ Funding for an appropriately sized kit for
the new Under-12 team

* Additional kit stock to support existing
teams in the National League and SLBA,
and reduce reliance on shared or second-
hand items

Access to proper team kit is essential to
ensuring fair, dignified, and confident
participation in sport. This investment
supports equity, team identity, and growth
for Glasgow Rens’ young athletes.
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transportation for players,

Glasgow Rens proposes securing funding to support safe and reliable
advancing the charitable purposes of

increasing public participation in sport by ensuring all players can attend
training and fixtures across Scotland without undue hardship.

Identified Need and Risk
Intervention

Without

At present, the Club relies heavily on parents
and public transport to travel to games, some
of which are located as far away as Aberdeen
and Inverness. This arrangement creates a
significant barrier for many families. Players
often face long and unpredictable journeys,
which add considerable travel time before and
after fixtures. For younger players in particular,
this level of travel can cause fatigue, reduce
performance, and deter continued
participation. For families without access to a
car, participation is often dependent on costly
and time-consuming public transport, leading
to inequality of access and, in some cases,
exclusion from competition.

Public Benefit: Sustainable High-Quality
Delivery

Providing safe, coordinated transport reduces
the burden on families, ensures that all players
—regardless of background—can attend
fixtures, and allows the Club to operate more
efficiently. Reliable transportation promotes:

e Access: Removing transport barriers
ensures players from all socioeconomic
backgrounds can participate fully.

e Safety: Organised travel provides greater
safeguarding for children and young
people.

* Retention: Reduced stress and fatigue from
long journeys helps sustain player
engagement and performance.
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Addressing Operational Challenges

Transport challenges disproportionately affect
players from low-income households and those
without family access to private vehicles. Public
transport costs and travel times are often
prohibitive, especially for national fixtures.
Providing Club-organised transport removes
these barriers, ensuring all players have equal
opportunity to compete at local, regional, and
national levels.

Advancing Charitable Purposes
Supporting player transportation directly
advances Glasgow Rens’ charitable objectives
by:
e Advancing public participation in sport
through inclusive, accessible opportunities

to compete.
¢ Advancing education and development by
ensuring consistent  participation in

structured competition and training.
¢ Improving conditions of life for participants

by removing practical barriers, reducing
stress on families, and promoting wellbeing
through sport.

Resources Required for Delivery
To address these needs, Glasgow Rens
requires:

* Funding to hire transport (e.g., minibuses
or coaches) for away fixtures in Aberdeen,
Inverness, and other national league
locations.

e Support to subsidise travel costs for
players and families, ensuring no child is
excluded due to financial constraints.

Reliable transport is essential to ensuring
fair, safe, and consistent participation in
sport. This investment supports inclusion,
wellbeing, and the growth of basketball for
young people across Glasgow and beyond..
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